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Lost/deliberately deserted

Animals with owners Stray animals
(no owner)

“Free” cats 
(microchipped 
and released)

?Dead on arrival 
or during stay with 
authority/organisation

?Adoption

Different pathways for dogs and cats
entering the care of authorities/organisations in France
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1

Handed over 
directly

?Found 
wandering

?Removed by 
authority 

1Left in front of 
a shelter

Returned after 
failed adoption

? Death 
(unchipped 
animals not 
recorded)

?Formal 
surrender (with 
declaration)
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SHELTER POUND
ORGANISATION

fostering animals in 
private homes 

Healthy

In poor health

Unidentified 
(unchipped)

Identified 
(microchipped)

Identification 
(animal is microchipped 
and registered)

Numbers not known

Abandonment type 
recorded in I-CAD

Entry pathways to 
authority/organisation’s 
care

Exit pathways from 
authority/organisation’s 
care

Accommodation 
provided by  
authority/organisation

?
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