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SERVICING - GESTATION FARROWING AND LACTATING SOWS
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Adequate welfare conditions

Up to one week before
Characteristics farrowing Farrowing
© Weight:135-150kg
© Age at breeding: around 200 days
o Geneticselection criteria:

no fast-growing or hyperprolific lines
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Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hunger and/or thirst

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc.)

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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Latest update: 5 March 2024


https://www.cnr-bea.fr/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CNRBEA_2024_Rapport_EFSA_Porcs_Implications_France.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7421
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{' Preventive measures ]

Corrective measures

—) Production cycle

Transferto or from hospital

Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress
Reduces hungerand/or thirst
Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc))

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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[’ Preventive measures J

Corrective measures

Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc)

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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Selection of gilts

Characteristics

® Weight: 135-150kg
e Age atbreeding: around 200 days
e Geneticselection criteria:
no fast-growing or hyperprolific lines
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r’ Preventive measures ]

L’ Corrective measures }

Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress
Reduces hungerand/or thirst
Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc)

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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Group housing area

Good welfare conditions

Va rying length Of Stay: 'Groupmadeupofanimalsof

similar weight (no mixing of

1 week minimum sows with gits)

'Feed that meets the nutritional needs of individuals,

containing enough fibre to satisfy their hunger
Particular needs of gilts: feed formula is gradually

Enough space to allow animals to:
'Operators have been - Carryouttheiractivities

trained to handle animals

behaviour

(resting, feeding, dunging)

Avoid aggression and unwanted mounting

Create separate areas for different uses

adjusted as gilts gain weight and minerals known to help
solid bone development are added. -
Particular needs of sows: feed formula to help rebuild bone
strength

A |

Individualand protected
feeding stations of the lockable
stalltype (one peranimal)

84

'Protective barriers allowing
animalsto hide

HODPE

4 Deep layer of straw bedding

'Constant access to water
of sufficient quality

P
v

Vaccination of animals
against mobility disorders
(such as swine erysipelas)
and hoof trimming
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[’ Preventive measures ]
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Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc)

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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Group housing area

Adequate welfare conditions

Up to one week before

farrowing

Measures that meet only minimum

welfare requirements

4

Flooringis kept clean, and with no
rough surfaces or damage that
couldinjure the sows

'Comfortable restingarea
with solid flooring
(rubber matting)

o

'Enrichmentmaterials
provided, e.g. racks of straw

'Rubbermattingcreatesa solid
surface at floor level holding freely
accessible enrichment materials
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|j' Preventive measures :|

L’ Corrective measures }

Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress
Reduces hungerand/or thirst
Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours (exploring,
foraging, nest-building, etc)

Helps animals to rest

Avoids stress of handling
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Farrowing and nursery areas

Sow is left alone for about 5 days

'Resting area s large enough to
allow the sow to lie stretched out
flaton herside

System without farrowing crates

'Pan of the pen has solid flooring to hold
nesting and enrichment materials

'Flooring is clean, dry,
comfortable and free from
roughness

&)

-

'Enrichment and nest-building

materials such as deep straw
bedding are provided




Farrowing and nursery areas
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Sow remains with her piglets
forabout four weeks

'Sow is monitored before,
during and after farrowing

|j' Preventive measures :|

L’ Corrective measures }

Types of welfare improvement for gilts and sows

Improves health (reduction of risk of soft-tissue
lesions and/or mobility disorders)

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst

The sow has enough space (> 8m?) to:
Choose anarea thatis at the right temperature for her
needs
Create separate areas for different uses (resting,

) ) , feeding, dunging)
?oerlapgs,,?égsn;itemfjfn?;ﬂa)l pefiavioursexploring - Make contact with her piglets
Choose when to respond to piglet's attempts to suckle

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps animals to rest N J

Avoids stress of handling

600266 CO
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Monitoring the sow’s condition after weaning

Inspection criteria:

” e (ondition of the teats
e (Condition of the body
e Mobility




Hospital pens

BACKTOTOP

'Easy access towaterand
feed, including foranimals
with mobility problems

'Enough space foranimals
to establish separate
areas for different uses

'Clean flooringallowing
weaker animals to move
around easily

-

-

'Pen is disinfected before
anewindividual arrives

'Good lighting to help
monitoranimals

-

'Partition with openings toallow
visual contact between sows

'Treatmentofsickanimals.
Euthanasia of animals that do not
respond to treatment or whose
recovery is unlikely.

4

Dedicated pens for the care of sick or
wounded animals, or to separate those
with trouble adjusting to the social
group (bullied or aggressive animals)

-

4

Pair-housing for breeding females where
conditions (in terms of health and
individual levels of aggressiveness) allow




