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~ for Animal Welfare to improve the welfare of piglets, rearing pigs and boars

Go to the EFSA opinion

FARROWING AND SUCKLING WEANERS REARING PIGS

Pre-weaners (weaned at 28 days) Length of stay: 6 - 8 weeks Length of stay: 12 to 16 weeks
Where piglets fail to ingest enough milk,
measures to be taken are shown in a box with a grey background
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Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

@ Reducesrisk of problems with digestion, breathing detection and stimulation in sows)
ormobility
@ Reduces risk of heat or cold stress
@ Reduces hunger and/or thirst \ f ) (
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@ Reduces social stress )
@ Helps animals to move around
Helps pigs to express natural behaviours Characteristics Characteristics
(exploring, foraging, nest-building)
« Geneticselection criteria: © Weight:135-150kg
9 Helps animals to est no fast-growing lines © Ageat breeding: around 200 days
® Geneticselection criteria:
no fast-growing or hyperprolific lines
e Reduces risk of tail biting
Py
Reduces sk of Lesions
(other than from tail biting)
Reduces the stress of isolation FOF further lnformatlon

Reduces the effects of painful surgical
procedures on welfare See infographic
. on the welfare of breeding sows
Latestupdate: 16 April 2024


https://www.cnr-bea.fr/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CNRBEA_2024_Rapport_EFSA_Porcs_Implications_France.pdf
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7421
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/FRCAW_CNRBEA_2024_Infographics_EFSA-recommendations_Sows.pdf
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Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

Reduces risk of problems with digestion, breathing
or mobility

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst
Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours
(exploring, foraging, nest-building)

Helps animals to rest

Reduces risk of tail biting

Reduces risk of lesions
(other than from tail biting)

Reduces the stress of isolation

Z

Reduces the effects of painful surgical
procedures on welfare
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FARROWING AND SUCKLING

BACKTOTOP

Pre-weaners (weaned at 28 days

Where piglets fail to ingest enough milk,
measures to be taken are shown in a box with a grey background

Sows with non-functioning teats
are culled afterweaning

Reducing piglet numbers:
- temporary measure. Removal of larger piglets to

0,
y CX’ allowsmaller piglets free access to teats
Piglets with undocked tails - permanent measures. 1. use of a nurse sow or
2. cross fostering (some piglets are adopted by other
sows with enough milk)
24
'Anti-crushingdevice

[’ Preventive measures J

4 Corrective measures

'No more piglets than the sow’s
functional teats

Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

'Total area>8m‘toachievea
pre-weaning piglet mortality rate
similarto that for crated sows

Reduces risk of problems with digestion, breathing

o 'Inspection of the sow:
ormobility

- Regularmonitoring of number of functional teats

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

'(lean and well-maintained
flooring with at least one area
of solid flooringin the pen

4 . .
Reduces hungerand/or thirst Observation and handling of piglets:
« Regularmonitoring of newborns
+ Assessment of need to blunt piglets'teeth

Reduces social stress - F ion of piglets with the operative who feeds them
Helps animals to move around 'Airtempera(ure kept
Contact with piglets: below 22°Cforthe sow's
e comfort
Helps pigs to express natural behaviours + Encouraging piglets to move

exploring, foraging, nest-buildin towards teats and drinkers
. ¢ gine 2 + Tendingtoinjured piglets

Helps animals to rest

4

Enrichment, e.g, a layer of regularly restocked straw
deep enough for piglets to express exploratory
behaviours as soon as they are ready

Contact with the sow:

. - + Treatment of mastitis (where necessa
Reduces risk of tail biting ( )

Heated nest at birth

Reduces risk of lesions

. 'Enough drinkers adjusted to suit
(other than from tail biting)

thesize of the piglets and with
correct flow rates

Reduces the stress of isolation 'Easy-to-accesssupplementary
milk-based feed or solid feed
Reduces the effects of painful surgical component

procedures on welfare

20000026600
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(’ Preventive measures ]

Corrective measures

Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

Reduces risk of problems with digestion, breathing
ormobility

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress
Reduces hungerand/or thirst
Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours
(exploring, foraging, nest-building)

Helps animals to rest

Reduces risk of tail biting

Reduces risk of lesions
(other than from tail biting)

Reduces the stress of isolation

Reduces the effects of painful surgical
procedures on welfare

20000026600

WEANERS

Length of stay: 6 - 8 weeks

'Ventilation system keeps CO2 and
NH3 (@ammonia) at appropriate levels and
maintains the appropriate temperatures.
Ventilation unitis positioned and set to
minimise direct flow of air onto the animals.

—  goo0@o
Contactwith piglets:

- Early detection of tail biting |
|+ Removaland care of injured piglets where needed
- Removal of ‘bullies’ where needed |

'Waterand feed supplied in separate
areasand in sufficient quantities,
easy for piglets to access

'The penand flooringare cleaned and
disinfected before the next group of

pigs arrives and are then regularly

maintained and repaired as needed

'Feed adjusted to the weight, genetic
potential and health of piglets,
containing appropriate levels of
minerals and amino acids

'Enough spacetoallowseparate
areas for different uses (resting,
feeding, dunging)

'Enough organicmaterials such as
mushroom compost are made
available and regularly replenished )

2000 |

Mostly solid flooring (withadded | |
[ bedding or rubber matting) [

'Group of piglets that know each other
(e.g., from the same litter or litters that
have already become familiarised

during the suckling period)

(
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
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4 Corrective measures

Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

20000026600

Reduces risk of problems with digestion, breathing
ormobility

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours
(exploring, foraging, nest-building)

Helps animals to rest

Reduces risk of tail biting

Reduces risk of lesions
(other than from tail biting)

Reduces the stress of isolation

Reduces the effects of painful surgical
procedures on welfare

REARING PIGS

Length of stay: 12 to 16 weeks

'Ventilation system that keeps CO2and NH3
atappropriate levels and maintains the
appropriate temperature. Ventilation unit
is positioned and set to minimise direct flow
4 )\ fair onto the animals
Waterand feed supplies located in ofairontothe animats.
separate areas easily accessible to

the pigs

Contact with the pigs:

+ Immunocastration

+ Vaccination of individuals against diseases that can
affect mobility such as swine erysipelas

+ Removaland care of injured individuals

'Moderately chewable feed adapted to the
nutritional needs of individuals and
supplied in sufficientamounts

Il CAZ LA
'The penand flooringare cleaned and
disinfected before the next group of pigs
arrives and are then regularly maintained
andrepaired as needed

'Individualfrom geneticlines
not selected for their growth
performance

9O & E

4 Enough space to allow separate areas for
different uses (i.e, resting, feeding,
dunging)

1))

5 @
Protective barrier
w @ @ O

'Enough organic materials such as
mushroom compost are added and
maintained at a level of 400g per
animal per day

55X 7, X =5

'Group ofindividuals from the same
farm with stable membership during
the fattening period

'Minimum solid flooring area of 0.77m? per pig
(with added bedding materials or rubber matting)
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Selection of gilts

Characteristics

® Weight:135-150kg
® Age at breeding: around 200 days
e Geneticselection criteria:
no fast-growing or hyperprolific lines
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Selection of teaser boars
(whose presence is used for heat
detection and stimulationin sows)

Characteristics

e Geneticselection criteria:
no fast-growing lines
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(’ Preventive measures J

" Corrective measures ‘

Types of welfare improvement for piglets, rearing pigs and boars

90000 2606C0O

Reduces risk of problems with digestion, breathing
ormobility

Reduces risk of heat or cold stress

Reduces hungerand/or thirst

Reduces social stress

Helps animals to move around

Helps pigs to express natural behaviours
(exploring, foraging, nest-building)

Helps animals to rest

Reduces risk of tail biting

Reduces risk of lesions
(other than from tail biting)

Reduces the stress of isolation

Reduces the effects of painful surgical
procedures on welfare

BOARS

DOE
4 Part of the flooring s solid with

soft materials (rubber matting
orbedding)

'Tempurary access to the group of
free sows in the servicing area

4

Enrichment materials are provided
(e.g. straw in racks)

'Feed contains fibreand is adjusted
tosuitthe nutritional needs of
individual animals

'Boarhastrimmed hooves,
isvaccinated against diseases that

could affect mobility and does not
come from a fast-growing genetic line

- 'Constamaccess to water
(Y G of sufficient quality
'Pens and flooring are cleaned,
disinfected and regularly mai
toensure a hygienicenvironment J

P

4 Care of injured animals and
euthanasia where treatment
is unsuccessful

'Enough space foranimals to
create separate areas for

different uses (resting, feeding,
dunging)

'Animalscan see, smell, touch and hear
others, provided there are no conflicts
between individuals




