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Priority areas for action to improve pig welfare in French farming, targeting
the most common practices that can represent a risk to pig welfare in France

This work was carried out by experts on pig welfare and livestock farming practices in France and is based on the EFSA scientific opinion Welfare of Pigs on Farm

Priority areas
foraction toimprove welfare

PRE-WEANERS

Protect against crushing

> Monitor farrowing
> Provide a designated area for piglets at the right
temperature for them to be comfortable

End early weaning

> Choose a system where weaning is carried out at 28 days

PIGLETS, REARING P1GS AND BOARS

Occurrence (%) of the most common farming practices

PRE-WEANERS

WEANERS

in France that can be harmful to pig welfare

REARING PIGS

Most common
systemin use

Pen with crate
forthe sow

90%+

of farms
concerned
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Enrichment materials

the need for exploratory
behaviours

provided that do not satisfy

Indoor group housing without
access to an outdoor area
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Practicesin the Y/ 66%+
most common
system that can
affect pig welfare )

Poor!y designed qn_d worn
flooring that caniinjure
piglets
W 66%+

90%-+

offarms
concerned

A 4

Not enough space to avoid
aggression from others

Y/, 66%-+

Restricted access to
feeding troughs causing
minor competition (such
ashead-butting)

W/ 66%+

Indoor group housing without
access to an outdoor area
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90%+

of farms
concerned

A 4

Spaceallocation of less than
0.77m?solid ground per
110kg pig

Y, 66%+

Amount of feed provided is
rationed

w/; 66%+

Changing group

WEANERS AND REARING PI1GS

Improve use of space

> Provide more room for group-housed animals
> Provide more enrichment materials of a suitable type

Monitor and prevent health problems

> Limittransfers between groups and regrouping

> Maintain good environmental conditions in the buildings
(appropriate ventilation and clean pens)

> Monitorthe health of the animals
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TEASER BOARS (whose presence is used for heat detection and stimulation in sows)

Stop keeping boars completelyisolated

> Allowindividuals to smell, see and touch each other

Improve management of health risks

> (Carry outvaccinations at the correct times

Improve management of space

> Provide larger pens for boars
> Provide more appropriate enrichment materials

PLEASENOTE

Percentages relating to livestock systems and practices that can represent arisk to pig welfare in France have
been provided by the expert panel consulted by the FRCAW. They are based on the panel’s knowledge of
current practice and the inspections they have carried out. Only potentially harmful practices considered by
the experts to be present on more than 20% of French farms are shown here, for ease of reading.
In formulating the priority areas for action to improve pig welfare in France, the FRCAW experts have drawn,
in particular, on the occurrence figures (%) provided by the expert panel, but have also taken account of their
additional experience on the ground. Priority actions specifically targeted at pre-weaners assume that
piglets willin future be raised in free farrowing systems.

composition during the
rearing phase

Y/, 66%+

Selection of hyperprolific
sows causing increased
risk of undernourishment

Mixing of litters when
grouping at weaning

I, 66%+
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Enrichment materials
w 66%-+ provided that fail to
conform to the regulations
| 7/ 33.66%
Tail docking % Very early weaning
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Tooth grinding X Select.iopofrapid-grovnh
< geneticlinesthat can
m 50-60% create mobility problems

I 95%-+

Thebar I shows that 50 to 60% of French farms that keep
unweaned piglets in pens with crate for the mother practise 'tooth grinding’,

VHAT according to the expert panel.

ITMEANS
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Occurrence (%) of the most common farming practices
in France that can be arisk to pig welfare

TEASER BOARS

Individual pens

Most common
systemin use

90%+

of farms
concerned

A 4

e Not enough fibre in the feed

I 66%+

Practicesinthe

most common
system that can
affect pig welfare Enrichment materials provided that
fail to conform to the regulations

W7 33-66%

Boars from rapid-growth geneticlines

I 90%-+

Thebar Y shows that more than 90%of French farms that

keep boarsin individual pens practise the selection of boars from

WHAT rapid-growth genetic lines, according to the expert panel.

ITMEANS

USEFUL LINKS

The priority areas for improvement were selected by the expert panel based, in particular, on the
recommendations set out in the EFSA opinion on the welfare of pigs on farm:

Go to the EFSA opinion

The full FRCAW report including other areas for action is available here:

Go to the FRCAW report (in French)


https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.2903/j.efsa.2022.7421
https://www.cnr-bea.fr/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/CNRBEA_2024_Rapport_EFSA_Porcs_Implications_France.pdf

